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ADDRESS OF MR. ICHIZO HATTORI,
Educational Commissioner from Japan.

Japan is an old nation, whose history goes back over two thousand
five hundred years; but, on the other hand, she may be considered in a
very new condition. She is new in regard to her intercourse with other
nations, and the start she has taken in the course of occidental civiliza-
tion. I take this opportunity to state briefly how Japan has thrown
away her old system of education and has adopted the new.

[From the fourth century education has made gradunal progress in the
country. In the year 663 A. D. the first university was established in her
capital, where classics, law, history, literature, mathematics, medicine,
and astronomv were taunght. Similar institutions soon sprang up in
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THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM OF JAPAN.

By Icnizo HATTORI,
Japanese Commissioner at the EBxposition,
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The Japanese Empire is divided irto forty-four divisions, or kens, and

| three fit, and has a population, according to the last eensug, of 37,041,368,
| All the educational affairs of the country are under the control of a
minister of education, who is a cabinet oflicer.  Under him are a vice-
commissioner and several seeretaries. Each of these keas has & super-
intendent. Each Fen or fu is divided into a large number of school
districts. At first six bundred inbabitants composed a school distriet, |
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[732] B3 : A journey of four days by kuruma, with
strong runners. from the Pacific to the Sea of Japan; for
we have taken the longest and frequented route.
[7# 3] JE3C : At one little village I see, just beyond the
torii leading to a great Shinto temple, a particularly odd
small shrine, and feel impelled by curiosity to examnine
it. (ommision). I see only a musk,—the musk of a gob-
lin, a Tengu, grotesque beyond description, with an enor-
mous nose, —so grotesque that I feel remorse for having
looked at it.
[7#4] B3 “You are. indeed,” he responds through
Akira, “the first European ever permitted to enter into
the Oho-yashiro. Other Europeans have visited Kitzuki
and a few have been allowed to enter the temple court;
but you only have been admitted into the dwelling of the
god. In past years, some strangers who desired to visit
the temple out of common curiosity only were not
allowed to approach even the court; but the letter of Mr.
Nishida, explaining the object of your visit, has made it a
pleasure for us to receive you thus.”
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